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                     “UK Poles not responsible for Unemployment” 

British press lies raise social tension in UK towards Poles and other EU citizens

The Federation of Poles in Great Britain, based in London, which speaks for the Polish community in Great Britain, is concerned about recent alarmist articles about immigrant workers, particularly those from the EU, that appeared on December 15th and 16th 2008 in British national newspapers.

The articles are based mainly on a Migration Watch report about immigrant and EU workers “taking the majority of new jobs created in the UK”. They include sensational front page headlines such as “Immigrants have Stolen ALL Our Jobs” in the Daily Star.

Also on December 15th a number of reports stating that 10,000 Polish women have come to Britain specifically to get an abortion. There have been instances where Polish women, who are registered to work in the UK, have taken advantage of the differences in legislation between Poland and the UK on abortion, but the figures quoted and the implication that they are not entitled to this treatment are quite spurious and have been falsely attributed to the Polish Federation for Women and Family Planning, which has denied ever making such a statement or providing such statistics. We intend to refer this misrepresentation of facts by certain British newspapers to the Press Complaints Commission.

Dr Jan Mokrzycki, President of the Federation of Poles in Great Britain, says: “Such false and irresponsible press reports will cause increasing inter-community tension as the recession bites and more and more British and EU workers are made redundant. Please remember that all workers compete for new jobs on a level playing field and employers choose those who show the appropriate skills and commitment. This is the moment where all responsible newspapers should show caution before printing such potentially inflammatory information. Let us also remember that Migration Watch is an organisation with a specific anti-immigration agenda and any statistics they put forward are suspect as they are intended to serve their cause.” 

Polish workers are EU citizens and had been singled out for a 2 year campaign of harassment in certain anti-Government and anti-EU newspapers which only ceased in the summer of 2008 after intervention by the Federation of Poles in Great Britain and the Press Complaints Commission. Polish workers were also insulted recently by radio presenter Chris Moyles on his breakfast programme on BBC Radio 1 on November 19th when he suggested Poles were only good for “ironing, prostitution and repairing cars”. There followed a half-hearted apology but the Federation has referred the matter to Ofcom. This week the BBC has further upset many Polish listeners by insisting that the Anglo-Polish programme “Poles Apart” on BBC Radio Warwickshire should be transmitted only in English. The Federation of Poles is waiting for a response on this issue.
For further information please contact press spokesman Wiktor Moszczynski on 07711 912188

Details of headlines of offending articles and other background information attached:

	
IMMIGRANTS HAVE STOLEN ALL OUR JOBS
http://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/view/62426/Immigrants-have-stolen-all-our-jobs/
 
 
 
MILLION NEW JOBS GO TO MIGRANTS AS SLUMP DEEPENS
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/75906/Million-new-jobs-go-to-migrants-as-slump-deepens
 
Fresh calls for cap on migrant workers after figures reveal foreigners have taken most of the 1.3m jobs created since 2001
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1095154/Fresh-calls-cap-migrant-workers-figures-reveal-foreigners-taken-1-3m-jobs-created-2001.html
 
Migrants account for almost all new jobs
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/3776088/Migrants-account-for-almost-all-new-jobs.html
 
Immigrants take 1.4m new jobs
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/article2041493.ece
 
Most new jobs created in last seven years have gone to immigrants, figures show
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/2008/12/16/most-new-jobs-created-in-last-seven-years-have-gone-to-immigrants-figures-show-86908-20974443/
===


	=====================
10,000 Poles in UK for free abortions
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/woman/health/health/article2037352.ece
 
10,000 Polish women get abortions in Britain
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/3773733/10000-Polish-women-get-abortions-in-Britain.html
=======================


Background information:-

Some 1 million Poles have come here to work legally since 2004 and have found employment at a time when Poland itself had high unemployment rates. They have contributed around £3 billion a year annually to the British economy, pay taxes and national insurance and kept vital branches of the economy alive, especially in agriculture, social services and public transport. More than 10,000 new enterprises have been set up Poles in the UK. Their mobility has helped the British economy grow after 2004. Now some 300,000 have returned or are planning their return to Poland as the Polish economy improves and the British economy faces recession. Many Poles could face redundancy in the UK in the coming year so more could return. They have usually been well received by the local press and local communities and praised for their positive work ethic both by employers and trades unions. Many older Britons also remember Poland's considerable contribution to the Allied effort during the Second World War, especially during the Battle of Britain, and are aware of the suffering of Poland under Nazi and Soviet occupation when 6 million Polish citizens perished. 

